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NGĀ MIHI NUI KI A KOUTOU!
TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT ALL THE FINALIST BOOKS, VISIT

WWW.NZBOOKAWARDS.NZ
AND FOLLOW US ON

FACEBOOK.COM/NEWZEALANDCYABOOKAWARDS
INSTAGRAM.COM/NZCYA_AWARDS

TIKTOK.COM/ NZCYA_AWARDS
TWITTER.COM/NZCYA

#NZCYA #BOOKSALIVE 

we love OUR SPONSORS!
THE NEW ZEALAND BOOK AWARDS FOR CHILDREN AND  

YOUNG ADULTS WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE FANTASTIC  
SUPPORT OF OUR WHĀNAU OF FUNDERS AND PARTNERS:  

CREATIVE NEW ZEALAND, HELL PIZZA,  
WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION, LIANZA,  

WELLINGTON CITY COUNCIL, NIELSEN BOOKDATA,  
NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY OF AUTHORS, AND  

THE NATIONAL LIBRARY.



Kia ora tamariki mā! The finalists in the 2023 New Zealand 
Book Awards for Children and Young Adults have been 
revealed. These are the very best books published for young 
readers this past year — selected by our awesome judges — and 
we know you will love them.
We’ve created this book of fun activities to help you discover 
more about some of the finalist books, and to learn some cool, 
new things along the way! You can do the activities on your 
own or with a friend or classmate. You can also create your own 
activities for some of the other books.
HELL Pizza is celebrating these awesome books too. If you love 
pizza and great books, just like us, then collect a pizza wheel 
to start reading your way to FREE pizza. Check out the HELL 
Reading Challenge page on the back cover of this booklet, or 
ask your local public or school library how you can get involved. 
They can also tell you about HELL’s Great NZ Book Trip, with 
more chances to learn, hear authors reading, and win prizes.
Find out what is happening at your local library over the 
school holidays, and have fun reading! If you are based in 
Christchurch or Wellington, you can come along next term 
and meet your favourite author or illustrator at our Books Alive 
finalist events to be held in the lead up to the awards ceremony 
on 10 August. Check out our website for programme details.
Ngā mihi mahana to the team from the National Library of  
New Zealand Services to Schools who created the great 
activities in this book. Enjoy them!

HAVE FUN WITH OUR 2023 
#NZCYA FINALISTS!



PICTURE BOOK 
AWARD

AN UNUSUAL DUCK, 
A FAREWELL JOURNEY, 
HONOURING CUSTOMS,  FINDING FRIENDS, AND AN EMPOWERING FAIRYTALE



Word bank:
Cluck
Moo
Baa
Oink
Woof
Quack
Cheep
Meow

The animals 

say a lot in 
Duck Goes Meow! 

Can you find some 
of the things 
they say in this 
word search?
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In Roo and 
Vladimir, Roo 
is a dog who 
loves life.

Fill a page with positive things about yourself. Use these starters to help:
I can
I love
I believe
I am good at
I am

However, the 
other dogs find 
him too big and 
scary. If only 
they’d take the 
time to see all 
the good things 
about him.

Put this up 
somewhere you 
can see it every 
day to remind 

you how awesome 
you are.
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JUNIOR FICTION
WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 

ESTHER GLEN AWARD
TUNNEL TERROR, GOLDFIELD 
GANGSTERS, SECRET AGENT 

ANTICS, PUPPET PANDEMONIUM 
AND SUPERHERO SAVIOURS

In Jason Mason and 
the World’s Most 

Powerful Itching Powder 
Jason is a secret agent.



SECRET AGENT
AGENT CODE NAME__________________AGENT NUMBER____________________CLEARANCE LEVEL__________________

You’ve been shoulder-tapped to join 

the agency. Complete your ID badge 

and create your own secret code to 

keep your messages private.

In Jason Mason and 
the World’s Most 

Powerful Itching Powder 
Jason is a secret agent.

In Pipi and Pou and the 
Raging Mountain, Nana 
uses a pūrerehua to 
summon the moa. 
The pūrerehua is a taoka puoro (Māori musical 
instrument) known in English as a bullroarer.

Make your own with a rectangle 
of light cardboard about 28cm  
x 12cm e.g. cut from a cereal box. 
Draw a line every 4cm, fold up 
along the lines. Punch a hole in 
the centre top of each section so 
they all line up when it is folded 
together. 
Use sticky tape to hold it closed.
Decorate however you choose. 
Tie one end of the string to the 
pūrerehua and make a loop in the 

other end to hold on to. 

Find lots of space 
and swing it 
around until it 
starts to hum!
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A DEADLY GAME, COMING OF AGE, TIME TRAVEL, ADVENTURES OF A WAR REPORTER, AND A QUIRKY WHODUNNIT

YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION AWARD



Some of the character 
names in the story are: 
Starslayer, Tigersnake, 
Thrashcan, Voltadroid, 

Space Knight, Crocodilus, 
Vladiator, Devastation, Meganerd,Spuke

In Andromeda 
Bond in Trouble 

Deep, Andromeda 
becomes involved 

in the real 
version of the 
world’s most 
popular VR game 
called Troubled 

Waters.

Design a costume 
for one or more of 
the characters to 
wear to the game 
— it’s going to be 
live on TV!

We learn about how she experienced 
the culture and landscape of the 
countries she visited.

Verse novel Iris and 
Me tells the story of 
New Zealand writer  
Robin Hyde, who 
travelled the world. 

Write a poem about somewhere 
you have travelled to, even if it 
was local. Describe what you saw, smelt, 

heard, felt, and tasted. Or 
write about the life of a    
special person in your family.
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Illustration from Te Kōkōrangi © Isobel Joy Te Aho-White

Kouruku tēnei 

pikitia ki te tai. 

Colour in the 

picture. 



Kua Whetūrangitia a 
Koro, Te Kōkōrangi me 
Farewell Anahera – 
katoa ēnei pukapuka ka 
whai whakaaro ki te 
whakamaumahara  
i te hunga mate.
Kua Whetūrangitia 
a Koro/How my Koro 
Became a Star,  
Te Kōkōrangi and  
Farewell, Anahera –
all showcase  
Matariki and 
farewelling our  
loved ones. 

Hangaia he whetu Matariki, 
whakamahia he harakeke, he pepa rānei. 
Whakarakei ki te korakora pīata, ki te 
wūru ki te one rānei. Tirohia ki ngā 
pukapuka, ki te ipurangi rānei mō ētahi 
atu whakaaro. 

Make your own Matariki stars. You 
could weave flax stars, fold origami 
stars or create craft stars with 
glitter, wool, or clay. Look for ideas 
in books or on the internet. 

Whakaarohia te mana nui  

o Matariki ki a koe me tō  

whānau, ā wānangahia he kawa  

mō tō whānau kia whakanui  

te wā o Matariki. 

Talk to your family about  

what Matariki means to  

you and start your own  

family tradition.



A COURAGEOUS JOURNEY, TIKANGA OF MATARIKI, AND 
A WISE TEACHERTE REO MĀORI

WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 
TE KURA POUNAMU AWARD



Ki roto i tēnei pukapuka, He Raru ki Tai, 
he māhere, he kuputaka o ngā wāhi, ōna 
whakamaramatanga me o rātou ingoa i ēnei rā.
Hei tauira: Ngā Ana Wai — He repo o mua. Ka rere te wai ki roto i ngā ana kei raro i 
te whenua. Ko Eden Park te ingoa Pākehā o tēnei wāhi.  
In He Raru ki Tai, there is a map and a glossary 
of the Māori place names, their meaning and 
what we call them today. 
For example: Ngā Ana Wai — The cave waters — Current site of Eden Park;  
formerly a swamp whose waters flowed into underground caves.

māhere | map

Tuhia mai he māhere o tō rohe kia 
whakaatu mai kei hea ngā wāhi 
ā rohe. Whakauru I tō kainga, tō 
kura, ngā whare hokohoko, me ngā 
whare a āu hoa. 
Draw a map of your local area to 
show where places are located. You 
could include your home, school, 
shops and friends’ houses.

kuputaka | glossary
kupu | word       tautuhi | definition 

Tuhia mai he kuputaka  
o ētahi wāhi ā-rohe me 
tōna WHAKAMĀRAMATANGA. 
Write a glossary for your 
own local places. 



NON-FICTION
ELSIE LOCKE AWARD

DAWN RAIDS, BECOMING A CHAMPION, THE BIRD LADY, IN THE BEGINNING, AND CLOUDS AND CURRENTS



In Freestyle: the 
Israel Adesanya 
Story, Israel says: 

Record your own observations 
about the weather in your area.

“In my imagination, 
I can go anywhere 
and be anything.”

Where would you 
go and who or what 
would you like to be?

Weather and Climate 
New Zealand helps  
us understand what 
is happening with  
the weather. 

morning afternoon evening
mon

tues

wed

thur

fri

sunny    cloudy    rainy    windy    hail    snow

1. Look out your window.  
What is the weather? Draw the 
icons on the chart each day.

2. Compare your observations 
with friends and official 
forecasts. Do they match?



THE STORY OF DA VINCI, 
EXPRESSIVE YAKS, A PAINTED 

MENAGERIE, GODS OF  
DARKNESS, AND LIFE  
IN A LIGHTHOUSE

ILLUSTRATION
RUSSELL CLARK AWARD



In A Portrait of Leonardo 
we find out about 
Leonardo Da Vinci’s life 
and art. 

Roar Squeak Purr is full of 
creatively illustrated poems 
about all sorts of animals. 

Use your favourite  
art materials to 
paint, draw, collage  
or sculpt a portrait 
of yourself or 
an historical 
character 
you admire.

Choose your favourite 
animal and write and 
illustrate a poem about 
them. You could try an 
acrostic where the first 
letter of each line spells 
the name of the animal.

Illustrations ©
 Donovan Bixley



BEFRIENDING A WHALE, 
RIDING HORSES, SAVING 

A TANIWHA, 2080 
MORAL DILEMMA, AND 
LIGHTHOUSE FRIENDS

BEST FIRST BOOK  
NZSA AWARD



The characters in The 
Lighthouse Princess make 
and fly paper planes. 

Make your own paper 
planes. Decorate or write 
messages on them and 
fly your plane to your 
friends across the room.

Echo is a story of friendship 
between a visually-impaired boy 
and a whale. 

Can you research these facts about whales? 
1. What is the Māori word for whale? ____________
2. How many whale species are there? ____________
Which whale is
3. biggest? ____________
4. fastest? ____________
5. deepest diving? ____________
6. deadliest? ____________
Which whale
7. can hold its breath longest?____________
8. has gone the furthest distance? ____________
9. How do you write ‘whale’ in braille? ____________

answers
1. Tohorā
2. 92
3. Blue
4. Sei
5. Sperm
6. Orca
7. Cuvier’s Beaked Whale
8. Gray
9. 
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Illustrations © Vida Kelly




